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BORO  UGH  OF  C HARD. 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  TIJE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1913. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Chard. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  this  my  first 
annual  report,  together  with  vital  statistics  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st.  1913. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  is  estimated  at 
4,609,  as  against  4.580  in  1912. 

Death  Rate. — There  were  71  deaths  during  the 
year,  33  males,  38  females.  Twenty-nine  of  these 
were  over  70  years  of  age,  and  seven  under  one  year, 
giving  a death  rate  of  157  per  1,000,  as  against  12 ‘2 
in  1912. 

Birth  Rate. — In  the  same  year  one  hundred 
births  were  registered,  48  females  and  52  males, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  21  '6  per  1000. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  derived  in  part  from  a 
public  source,  and  in  part  from  wells  and  streams. 
Some  parts  of  the  Borough  are  inadequately  supplied. 
A stream  supplying  several  houses  in  Courtney  St. 
became  polluted  during  the  summer.  A fool  proof 
tank  was  constructed,  pipes  cleaned,  and  dips  cleaned 
and  rendered  with  cement,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
nuisance  will  not  recur. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. —The  borough  is 
efficiently  drained,  the  sewers  being  flu, shed  once  a 
week  and  frequent'y  inspected,  and  the  sewage  is 
disposed  of  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and  percolating 
filter  and  land,  the  works  being  situated  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  town.  The  closet  accommodation  on 
certain  prooerties  is  insufficient  and  in  an  insanitary 
condition.  The  owners  were  communicated  with  and 
the  closets  are  to  be  rebuilt. 

Arrangements  for  Public  Scavenging. — 
The  provision  of  sanitary  dustbins  has  been  made 
compulsory  in  the  Borough  and  a considerable  num- 
ber have  been  provided  during  the  year  in  substitution 
of  the  old  insanitary  receptacles.  House  refuse  is 
collected  twice  a week.  A covered  house  refuse  col- 
lecting van  has  been  provided  during  the  year.  The 
refuse  is  disposed  of  on  tips  situated  outside  the 
Borough. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  ofthe  elementary 
schools  is  satisfatory,  the  water  supply  is  sufficient. 
In  the  eventof  any  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst 
the  scholars,  the  Headmaster  is  notified  and  the 
children  from  the  house  in  which  the  disease  occurs 
are  precluded  from  school  until  the  house  has  been 
disinfected. 

Infectious  Dise.vses. — There  were  four  cases  of 
Erysipelas  and  two  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during 
the  year.  The  examination  of  throat  swabs,  sputum 
and  other  pathological  specimens  is  under- 
taken by  the  County  Laboratory.  Diphtheria  an- 
titoxin is  supplied  free  of  charge  for  any  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Borough  upon  application  of  the 
Medical  Attendant. 

Tuberculosis. — There  have  been  15  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  and  visited  during  the  year,  1 1 
pulmonary  and  4 other  forms  of  tuberculosis  : 10  more 
cases  than  in  1912.  Of  these  one  was  under  15  years, 
four  under  25,  nine  under  45,  and  one  over  65.  Five 
deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  one  from  some  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis.  The  Council  have  decided 
that  in  future  the  whole  house  in  which  a tuberculosis 
person  has  lived  shall  be  disinfected,  the  walls  stripped, 
ceilings,  etc.,  lime-washed,  the  Council  to  bear  part 
ofthe  cost.  Disinfectants  and  pocket  spitoons  are 
supplied. 

Food. — Milk  Supply.  — There  are  20  milk 
sellers  and  12  cowkeepcrs  on  the  register.  About 
23  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The 
dairies  and  cowsheds  are  fairly  well  kept.  I would 
like  to  suggest  to  the  Council  that  surprise  samples 
of  milk  be  sent  at  intervals  during  the  year  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination, 
which  would  enable  us  to  exclude  milk  as  a possible 
source  of  tuberculosis  infection,  and  also  shew  the 
standard  of  purity,  presence  or  absence  of  gross  impur- 
ities. These  examinations  of  milk  bring  home  to  milk 
sellers  the  importance  of  cleanliness,  and  tend  to  shew 
them  that  impure  milk  is  nowadays  considered  of  even 
more  importance  than  milk  deficient  in  butter  fat. 

Bakehouses. — The  bakehouses  are  clean  and  well 
kept,  though  in  the  summer  swarming  with  flies,  most 
potent  factors  in  carrying  infection  ; in  fact,  tte  part 
the  house  fly  plays  in  the  spread  of  disease  has 
brought  home  to  us  that  what  was  before  only  a 
matter  of  personal  annoyance,  has  become  a social  and 
sanitary  problem  of  vital  importance.  Flies  only 
breed  in  refuse  and  garbage,  where  they  become 
charged  and  clogged  internally  and  externally  with 
micro-organisms,  among  which  may  be  the  germs 


of  any  of  several  serious  diseases.  For  a butcher, 
pastrycook,  or  grocer  to  permit  flies  to  have  access  to 
articles  intended  for  human  food  will,  and  should, 
be  an  offence  against  the  law.  I made  suggestions  to 
bakers  which,  if  carried  out,  wilt  tend  to  mitigate  this 
evil.  There  are  seven  bakehouses. 

Slaughter-Houses. — There  are  six  slaughter- 
houses, five  licensed  and  one  registered.  Twenty  three 
inspections  were  made.  Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  slaughter-houses,  the  Council  decided 
to  refuse  to  re-license  them  unless  certain  alterations 
were  made.  These  requirements  have  been  fulfilled 
in  three  cases. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  48 
factories  and  workshops  registered.  Carpenters  and 
wheelwrights,  seven ; tailors,  dressmakers,  and 
milliners,  12  ; smithies,  plumbers,  and  painter.s,  six  ; 
saddlers,  two  ; bootmakers,  two  ; monumental  mason, 
one  ; tallow  chandler,  one  ; cabinet  maker,  one ; 
coach  builder,  one  ; wool  sorter,  one  ; watch  maker, 
one  ; artificial  leg  maker,  one  ; gas  fitter,  one  ; bakers, 
eight ; lace  mending,  two  ; motor  works,  one.  In- 
spections of  two  factories  and  20  workshops  were 
made.  There  was  want  of  clealiness  in  three  ; the 
defects  were  remedied. 

Housing. — There  have  been  5 new  houses  erected 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Ten  houses  have  been 
inspected  ; these  were  defective,  but  the  work  of 
remedying  these  defects  is  now  in  hand.  Two  cases 
of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with.  A Local 
Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  November 
7th  into  the  Council’s  petition  for  permission  to 
borrow  a sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  land, 
with  a view  to  the  erection  of  working-class  dwellings. 
The  Board’s  sanction  was  obtained. 

Public  Health  Act.s  Amendment  Act.  — The 
Council  have  decided  to  adopt  such  sections  of  the 
Act  as  will  apply  to  the  Borough. 

Vaccination  Statistics  for  1913. 


Number  of  children  born  in  the  Borough  of 

Chard 

100 

Successfully  vaccinated 

44 

Died  un vaccinated  .. 

8 

Conscientious  objectors 

37 

Insusceptible... 

I 

Postponed 

2 

Removed  from  District 

I 

Under  four  months  ... 

8 

E. 

Hawker, 

Vaccination 

Officer,  Chard  District. 

Account  of  Work  Performed  by  the  In- 


spector  of  Nuisances  During  1913. 

— Inspec- 

TIONS. — 379  visits  to  premises  were  made 

as  under : — 

General  Inspections... 

201 

Plousing,  etc..  Act  Inspections 

10 

Housing,  etc..  Act  re  Inspections... 

79 

Slaugherhouses 

23 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

23 

Factories 

2 

Workshops  ... 

12 

Bakehouses  ... 

8 

Infectious  diseases  ... 

21 

Total  — 379 

Notices  Served.— Arising  out  of  these  inspec- 
tions, 73  informal  notices  were  served  ; of  these  9 
were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  42  closing 
orders  were  issued  to  owners  and  others  interested  in 
houses  Nos.  49  to  60  Old  Town.  These  remain 
outstanding.  In  addition  some  30  letters  having 
reference  to  various  sanitary  matters  were  written. 

Informal  Notices.  — i to  remedy  choked  drain, 
3 to  limewash,  etc.,  after  infectious  diseases,  2 to  re- 
construct defective  drainage,  i to  cleanse  floor,  i to 
remove  collection  of  manure,  13  to  remedy  defective 
water  supply,  2 to  cleanse  bakehouses,  i to  cleanse 
workshop,  5 to  remedy  defects  in  slaughter-houses,  2 
to  generally  repair  houses  and  premises,  i to  cleanse 
contaminated  well,  2 to  remedy  overcrowding,  3 to 
provide  improved  sanitary  aecommodation  for  women 
in  factory,  i to  provide  sanitary  accommodation  for 
men  in  factory,  35  to  provide  sanitary  dustbins. 

I append  tables  of  vital  statistics,  infectious  diseases, 
deaths,  and  infant  mortality. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I wish  to  add  the  ex- 
pression of  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Hearn,  the  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  invariably 
courteous  and  ready  assistance  on  all  occasions  when 
I have  required  it  during  the  time  I have  been  acting 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I am,  Mr.  .Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

William  C.  Mence, 

M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 
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Vita!  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  & previous  Years. 

Name  of  District,  CHARD  BOROUGH. 


Popu- 
lation 
estinsa- 
ted  to 
Middle 
cf  each 
Year, 

BIRTHS. 

TotalDeaths 

Registered 

Tran 
ableDi 
of  Non* 
resi* 

SFER- 

ATHS  + 

of  Resi- 
dents 
not  reg- 
istered 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
TO  THE  District. 

YEAR 

Nett. 

IN  THE 

District. 

Under  i Year : 
of  Age.  1 

At  all  Ages. 

Uncor- 

regis- 
tered in 
the 
Dis* 
trict. 

i 

J 

rected 

N’mbr. 

N’mbr. 

t 

Rate. 

N’mbr. 

Rate. 

in  the 

Dis- 

trict. 

N'mbr 

* 

per 

1,000 

Nett 

Births. 

No. 

* 

Rate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

b 8 

9 

10 

XI 

12 

13 

1908 

4500 

99 

22 

56 

12.4 

8 

6 

60.2 

48 

10.6 

1909 

4500 

112 

24.9 

70 

I5-S 

II 

13 

115.1 

59 

13- 1 

1910 

4650 

III 

23.8 

58 

12.4 

9 

13 

117.1 

49 

10.5 

I9II 

4568 

108 

108 

23.6 

72 

15-7 

II 

2 

13 

120.3 

63 

13-7 

1912 

4580 

93 

93 

20.3 

56 

12.2 

II 

I 

7 

75-2 

46 

10.4 

1913 

4609 

100 

100 

21.6 

71 

15-7 

20 

I 

7 

98.5 

52 

11 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) 
Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


4568. 

1045. 

4.37. 


442- 


table  II. 

CHARD  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages— Years. 

j Under 

0 

m 

0 

40 

1 

I 

40 

C4 

0 

40 

1 

3 

I 

0 

40 

2 

7 

2 

40 

VO 

0 

40 

•d* 

2 

"O  *0 

n M 

>0  g- 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (in- 
cluding Mem- 
br’n’s  croup)  ... 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever... 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . . 

4 

2 

II 

4 

I 

Totals 

21 

2 

5 

II 

2 

I 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanitoria,  &c. — Joint  with  R.D., 
Clayhanger  Common. 


i 

TABLE  III.  Chard  Borough. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 

“Residents"  whether  occurring  within 
OR  WITHOUT  the  DISTRICT. 

Total 
Deaths 
"whether  of 
Residents  ” 
or  “Non- 
Rcsidents”in 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

ages 

1 Under  t 

1 I and 

1 under  a 

1 2 and 

1 under  5 

•o 

C u, 

1 15  and 

1 under  25 

25  and 
under  45 

<0 

5l 

65  and 

upwards. 

f Certified  ... 
All  causes  -j, 

( Uncertified 

71 

I 

5 

1 

2 

I 

10 

7 

I 

1 

2 

4 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

3 

I 

_4. 

I 

I 

I 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

5 

3 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 
Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tu- 
berculosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  dis- 
ease 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 
Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide 

Other  defined  Diseases  ... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 
unknown 

I 

I 

37 

n 

I 

1 

2 

2 

II 

9 

Sub-Entries  Cerebro-spinal 
included  in  Meningitis... 

above  figures.  Poliomyelitis 

TABLE  IV.  CHARD  BOROUGH. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913*  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  i Week. 

«; 

it 

1 

V 

0 

r 

j 

V 

& 

1 

lotal  under  1 
4 Weeks.  | 

4 Weeks  and  1 
under  3 Months. | 

3—6  Months. 

•£ 

c 

0 

s 

O' 

1 

VO 

.c 

c 

0 

s 

T 

ON 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  / Certified 

Causes.  \ Uncertified 

1 

1 1 

( Small-pox  ...  ...  . . 

Common  Chicken-pox 

Infectious  J 

1 Whoopinr’cough  ;; 

V.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

{ SSS'SKEi  ;;  ;v 

Other  luberculous  Diseases  ... 

(not  Tuiercu/ous)  .. 
Convulsions  .. 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

Diarrhoeal  -(  Di^rhqea,  all  forms 

Diseases.  1 Enteritis  

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Sufifocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

f Congenital  Malformations 

1 Premature  Birth  

1-»1S  ases.  Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

Other  Causes  . . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

X 

Ill  III  1212I2I1 

1 7 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year  } n^fguSe"  ^5!  Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  j-  hllgil^Ite ‘infams 


HOUSING 


1.  Sanitary  District 

2.  New  houses  erected  during  1913  .. 

3.  Number  of  houses  inspected  during  1913  under 

the  Housing  Act,  1909.  (This  must  not 
include  re-inspections  ofhouses  previously 
inspected) 

4.  Results  of  inspections  of  the  fresh  houses 

inspected  during  1913,  classified  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  Number  reported  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(b)  Number  defective,  but  with  defects 
not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit  for 
habitation  . . 

(c)  Number  without  recorded  sanitary 
defects 

NOTE. — (a),  (b),  and  (c)  must  of  course 
add  up  to  the  figures  given  in  (3). 

5.  Action  taken  and  results  in  regard  to  houses 

reported  as  unfit  during  1912  and  1913,  as 
follows : — 

Number  so  reported 

Closing  Order  made 

Made  fit  without  a Closing  Order  . . 

Still  unfit,  but  no  Closing  Order  made 

Demolished 

Put  in  repair  after  Closing  Order 
I Still  closed  at  end  of  19x3 

6.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  defective  houses, 

but  not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit,  as 
follows : — 

Number  so  examined 
Number  with  the  defects  remedied  by 
the  end  of  1913 

Number  still  defective  at  end  of  1913 
Number  not  yet  visited  to  ascertain  if 
defects  are  remedied  . . 

7.  Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  the 

year 

8.  Parishes  in  which  there  is  evidence  of  short- 

age  of  houses,  and  steps  taken  to  > 
remedy  3 


Chard  Urban. 
5 


10 


None 


10 

None 


Fop  houses 
1912. 

12 

12 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 


reported  durinfr 

1913. 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 


For  houses  first  examined  duping* 


1912. 

1913. 

6 

10 

6 

None 

None 

10 

But  work  now  in  hand. 

None 

None 

One 

Chard  (P*orough)  Parish — Active  steps  being  taken 
to  remedy  shortage  of  housing  accommodation. 


